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LAILA’S
BRUSH
WITH

COLOURS

® s a child, she would sit
ﬂ and paint for hours,
spreading a riot of
colour across her own little
waorld. There is still a child in
her.. LAILA RAJPAL has
grown up to become an artist.
“Women have always been at
the centre of my work. And
what I try to feature in my work
is the essence of freedom,"” says
Laila, She recently had a group
exhibition Harvest 2002, in

am concerned, [ just want to be
myself, the person I am this is
what spells freedom for me.”
Laila admits that the artist in
her couldn't, perhaps, have
been complete without the sup-
port of her family. “My hus-
band, ROHIT is interested in
art and this helps. My father
(FEROZ KHAN), of course, has
always been very supportive.”
Laila’s brother, FARDEEN
KHAN, has gone a step further
“He told me that e —

Delhi which also
featured the work ART STROKES would commission
ists

of around 75 artis
including M F HUSAIN,
PARESH MAITY and
SANJAY BHATTACHARYA.
“This time round,” points
out Laila, “there is a shift in
my work. It is much more figu-
rative, One will see red, but
shades of blue and ochre play
an important role on the can-
vas.”

The woman within the artist
has been inspired by another
woman the one who brought
her into this world. “My mother
is my best critic — she analyses
my work the best. As faras I

work for me, But
there are times when he doesn't
like my work — he is very hon-
est in his opinion,” she says.
While art is what was inher-
ent in her genes, Laila confess-
es that she chose to let the tal-
ent lie hidden till she was sure
she could share her work with
the world. “I come from a very
artistically-inclined family. It is
only when [ realised [ was
ready that I presented my first
show last year. Now, there will
be more to come,” she promis-
es.
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For more information visit: www.lailakhan.com



