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Laila, 0 Laila!

Sundri and Feroz Khan’s artist daughter Laila Khan Rajpal
is ready for her first solo show in Mumbai

Tarun Khiwal

RUBINA A KHAN ed colour palette,
Times News Netwark but then, Laila is
different. “My
Sundri and Feroz palette is not very
Khan's daughter, extensive. Ilove
artist Laila Khan the colour red
Rajpal, believes that because it's the
women can be com- colour of passion
plete individuals. It's and of blood
not surprising, then, which is life. I use
that the feminine is red because it
the subject of her gives me hope. I
first solo show in started using red
Mumbai on March lipstick when I
29, titled Dreams was 18 and I was
Have No Titles. very comfortable,

“I am exhibiting 17 never mind what
pieces on oil and anyone said. I live
charcoal,” says the my life very pas-
proud artist, her sionately and it
black eyes glinting reflects in every-
with excitement. But thing I do, be it
why choose the femi- food, art, clothes...
nine as a subject? Earlier, my works
“The influence is of were done only in
my mother Sundri, red, brown and
without whom I gold,” smiles Laila
would have never whose mother is
been a painter, and her best critic.
my aunt Zarine. All “My father is
the girls in our fami- [ETERCEICERETE  very encouraging
1y are brought up in £ and (below) her -of my work and
a very individualistic paintings including EEuVAvliizy
manner, to follow our a portrait of Fardeen is critical.
passions and talents. Sonia Gandhi But then criticism
Iam trying fo makes you want to
explore the beauty grow and increas-
and the visual part of a es the hunger to excel,” she rea-
woman's body: It's more sons. Does she think her brother
important for me to feel is as good looking as he’s made
beautiful than actually look out to be? “I definitely think
beautiful. Besides the form, he's a very handsome guy and
the inherent spirit and life inherently, very stylish. The
force of each piece is what is men are spoilt by us girls in -
the essence. I have done a por- the r And because
trait to the likeness of Sonia they have grown up with
Gandhi with her eyes. Women are women, they have that
afraid to project who ___ SR added sensitivi
they really are, I feel says the dotingsis
inmy work, there ter: There are six
should be no masks. works of Laila |
If you're sexual, adorning her family |
then project yourself home in Juhu apart i
assuch. Tama from many private |
woman and it'sa collections in India |
struggle and abroad. And |
being an artist and a recently her work |
woman everyday,” was bought by an
explains Laila who's American collector
in the city. whose collections

One might think it are considered one
very unusual for an of the 10 best in the
artist to have a limit- world.

For more information visit: www.lailakhan.com



